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MEMORANDUM FOR;: GENERAL SCOWCROFT
FROM: WILLIAM L. STEARMANM
SUBJECT: New SA-7 Missile Confirmed in

i | South Vietnam

‘Attached is a | 25x1 lwe have con-
firmed the existence of the SA-7/GRAIL MOD-1 surface to air missile
in South Vietnam. (Tab A) ‘

This version of the SA-7 is approximately 30% greater in range than
the MOD-0 model which has been in use since 1972,
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_ This Notice 46 dabignak to provide intelligence
4n support of future declsdiyns with nespect Lo

decirity poliey or posdlukre, )

REPUBLIC OF VIETHNAM . ‘ .

SA-7 MOD-1 MISSILE COIFIRMED IN THE SOUTH. - .

(5§/4¥D) An SA-7/GRAIL Mod-l.surface-to-air
missile was captured by AFRWN forces operating in
northern Kien Tuong Provirce of MR 4 on oOr about
11 April. It was captured about 57 nautical
miles wost nf Saigon and was later turned over o
the 25x1 | The SA-7 Mod-1l
has been suspected in Southeast Asia since early

1974, | .

(S/%FD) The SA~7 Mod-0 has been employed ef-
fectively against rotary-wing and slow fixed-wing
zircratt since April 1872] Its maximun effective
altitude is up to 10,000 Fset and its range is two
pnautical miles. By comparison, the Nod-1's maximuam
effective altitude is estimated to be 15,000 feet
and its range three nautical miles -~ approximately
30 percent increase in eapsnh. The Kod-1ts improved

- infrared guidance responsg over that of the Mo0d-0 |
nekes it less susceptible) to decoy flares in coun- -
termeasure operations. Teso

-

{(S/¥FD) The presencs of the higher~altitude
- ga~7 Mod-1 in Southeast XNsia will probably further
degrade the South Vietnanase Alr Ferce's capability
by forecing aircraft to ozerate at a higher altitude
and at a. greater distance from SA-7 threat areas.
(XGDS~2) | '
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